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As we proceed further into the book of Judges we are going to find ourselves 

wrestling with a growing tension over the people and nations God uses to 

accomplish His purposes.  

 

Reminder: For every set of human actions, at least two sets of motives are 

involved.” There’s a human set of motives because we choose to do what 

we want to do and therefore we are responsible for what we do. There’s 

also a divine set of motives because God reigns over all things and uses 

man’s choices to accomplish divine purposes. 

 

Because of this God can both use the wicked as an instrument in His hand 

and at the same time bring judgment upon them for their evil intent and 

actions in the process. In Judges 3, we are going to see God raise up the 

wicked Moabites for the purpose of disciplining His wayward people and 

then bring judgment upon them by raising up Ehud as a deliverer for the 

Israelites.  

God uses flawed and even wicked people to accomplish His ultimate 

purposes, but woe to the wicked who oppress God’s people and fatten 

themselves for the day of slaughter.  

It’s important to understand that when godless and wicked men devise their 

evil plans and carry them out, God does not wring His hands in anxious 

worry. God is never alarmed or fearful. Rather, He laughs at their folly 

because He sees the coming day of their ruin. He laughs not because their 

deviancy is funny. Nor does He laugh to make light of evil. Rather He laughs 

to denounce and ridicule the stupidity and weakness of those who attempt to 

oppose or undermine the God of heaven. Here’s the point: For a time the 

wicked may seem to have the upper hand, but “in the end, the wicked 

become a laughing stock in a universe controlled by God.”
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This kind of laughter is actually a theme in the Bible. Let me give you a few 

examples:  
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 John MacArthur. The MacArthur Study Bible, p. 777. See note on Psalm 52:6.   

� In Psalm 59:8, God laughs and scoffs at proud, wicked nations 

(“…but You, O Lord, laugh at them…”). 

� In Psalm 2, God laughs and scoffs at rebellious kings (“He who sits 

in the heavens laughs, the Lord scoffs at them” who plot against the 

Lord and His anointed). 

� In Psalm 52:6, the righteous will laugh at the wicked (“the righteous 

will see and fear laugh” at those who boast in evil and devise 

destruction with a deceitful tongue—cf. vs. 1,2,4).  

� In Proverbs 1:26, wisdom laughs at calamity of foolish scoffers.  

Today’s passage is a satire.  

Satire – a literary devise that uses irony, sarcasm, or ridicule to denounce 

wickedness and folly with scorn.  

An ancient Israelite, reading this story, would see the humor in it and enjoy 

telling the story as a way of ridiculing those who oppose God and oppress 

His people.  

Let’s take a closer look at this story which is full of surprises. Perhaps the 

only thing that is not surprising is that “Israel again did evil in the sight of 

the Lord…” (12). By now we expect that God will raise up human agent to 

bring discipline on His wayward people, but what we don’t expect is that it 

will be the Moabites. They are not one of the nations that God left in Canaan 

to test Israel. In fact, they are distant relatives, descendants of Lot 

(Abraham’s nephew). Furthermore, they had been overcome by fear when 

they heard how God had delivered Israel from the grip of Egypt. So much so, 

that Balak, the king of Egypt at that time, repeatedly tried to entice the 

prophet Balaam to curse Israel, but Balak blessed Israel and cursed Moab 

along with the Amalek. Yet don’t miss the fact that God not only allowed 

Eglon to rise to power, He caused it to happen; “the Lord strengthened 

Eglon…against Israel” (vs. 12). 

So you can see why it was especially humiliating when God Himself 

strengthened Eglon, king of Moab to join ranks with Amalek and Ammon to 

overcome the Israelites. Not only that, Eglon took over the city of palm trees, 

otherwise known as Jericho. Jericho had been Israel’s first victory under 



Joshua, and now that ground had been take back by a pagan king who hadn’t 

even been considered a serious threat.  

After 18 years of Eglon’s oppression, the Israelites cried out to the Lord out 

of their misery and the Lord raised up a surprising deliver: Ehud, the left-

handed Benjamite (15). The irony here is that Benjamin means “son of my 

right hand,” and yet Ehud is left-handed. Throughout Scripture one’s right 

hand is an image strength and victory, especially when it is used in reference 

to God. To be left-handed seemed abnormal in those days. Yet Judges 3 

draws special attention to this physical feature. Some scholars believe that 

this is an indication that Ehud was crippled in his right hand. They draw this 

conclusion from the Hebrew expression for left-handed in vs. 15 which 

literally reads, “bound or restricted right hand.” We don’t know for sure if 

that it’s the case
2
, but if so, God has raised up a surprising deliverer to 

demonstrate His strength. It is not uncommon for God to use the 

unexpected—those whom we would not choose.  

 

We see this all through the Bible (especially in the coming chapters of 

Judges). This is even true in the church today. In 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 Paul 

said, “…God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, 

and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which 

are strong…so that no man may boast before God.” So often God uses us in 

our weakness so that His power will not be mistaken for human talent. This 

is why God said to Paul, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is 

perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast 

about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me” (2 

Corinthians 12:9). 

 

While Ehud had the distinguishing trait of being left-handed, King 

Eglon had his own distinguishing trait. Vs. 17: “Now Eglon was a very 

fat man.” Don’t miss the fact that he is getting fat off of the Israelites. 

Apparently the tribute He demanded was more than money. It 

probably included produce because vs. 18 indicates it took many 

people to carry this tribute to the Eglon. Its not hard to imagine that 

such an obese man would demand some of his payment with the best 

food in the promised land.  
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 Some suggest, based on Judges 20:16 (which references 700 left-handed warriors) 

and I Chronicles 12:2 that Ehud may have been ambidextrous, or trained to use his 

left hand as well as his right hand in battle by binding up the right hand in training 

(see Daniel Block, The New American Commentary: Judges, Ruth; pg. 160-161). 

 

Part of the irony of this satire is found in the Hebrew language. The 

name Eglon is derived from the root word egel which means calf/bull. 

It may also function as a play on words with agol which means 

round/rotund. Can’t you just see the comic strip caricatures of King 

Eglon with his oversized chubby face attached to the body of a 

fattened calf made ready for slaughter? The Israelites would have 

delighted to tell the story with these kinds of images, as disgrace to 

their enemies.  

 

Vs. 15 tells us that Ehud had been appointed to lead this entourage of 

tribute-bearing Israelites to the king to pay their tax. Knowing that this 

will give him access to the king, Ehud makes a double-edged sword 

that is one cubit long, which is somewhere between 12-18 inches long 

(16). In other words, his dagger is short enough to conceal under his 

clothing but long enough to do in the fat king.
3
 Being double-edged, it 

would inflict as much damage as possible with a single thrust.  

 

After delivering the tribute, Ehud starts back with his party, but after a 

short while, he sends the party on ahead and returns for a personal visit 

to the king. In vs. 19 he says, “I have a secret message for you, O 

king.” We are beginning to see the cleverness of Ehud here because 

this phrase could have a double meaning. It could either mean secret 

message or secret thing. Ehud may not be lying but he is certainly 

deceiving the king. Then king Eglon, like a bungling buffoon, 

dismisses all of his attendants leaving himself alone and defenseless 

without a body guard in the presence of Ehud. If perhaps Ehud was 

crippled in his right hand, he would have been thought to be little or no 

threat to the monarch.  

 

Having his perfect opportunity, Ehud approaches the king and this 

times says, “I have a message from God for you.” As Eglon struggles 

to stand on his feet, Ehud draws his sword and thrusts it into his belly. 

Vs. 22 adds the gory and grotesque details: “the handle also went in 

after the blade and the fat closed over the blade, for he did not draw 

the sword out of his belly; and the refuse came out.” In other words, 

his bulging intestines exploded from the double-edged dagger, causing 
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the “foul” smelling excrement/feces to come gushing out. Why all this 

gross detail? Because on the one hand its and embarrassment to this 

evil Eglon. On the other hand it makes it hard not to imagine that there 

is a divine providence covering Ehud’s tracks out of the palace as he 

locks the chamber doors behind him.     

 

This gross aromatic cover-up turns humorous in vs. 24-25, making the 

king’s court look like a bunch of clowns: “When he had gone out, his 

servants came and looked, and behold [to their surprise], the doors of 

the roof chamber were locked; and they said, "He is only relieving 

himself in the cool room." This conclusion would seem obvious, right. 

He locked the doors so he could have some privacy while he goes to 

the bathroom, and by the smell of things, no one disagreed. Vs. 25: 

“they waited until they became anxious; but behold [to their 

amazement], he did not open the doors of the roof chamber. Therefore 

they took the key and opened them, and behold [to their astonishment], 

their master had fallen to the floor dead.” Can’t you just hear the 

snickering of the Israelites as they retell the story and imagine the 

king’s servants pacing back and forth wondering why he is taking such 

a long time in the bathroom?  

 

In the meantime, Ehud makes his escape while they are delaying, 

sounds the trumpet to rally Israel and sounds forth the battle cry in vs. 

28: “Pursue them, for the Lord has given your enemies…into your 

hands.” God is the one who has delivered Israel from the oppression 

of greedy king Eglon. God’s sovereign role in this story is the only 

explanation to such an absolute victory in [vs. 29-30].  

 

This story leaves no trace of respect for King Eglon or his court. It was 

meant to not only tell the story of how God delivered his people 

through Ehud, but also as a belittling jab to make a laughing stock of 

their enemies. This story is written as a satire about a fat king to only 

fattened himself more for the day of slaughter. It is meant to portray 

God’s enemies as stupid and vulnerable. All the gross details of the fat 

king’s demise leave him (and all the Moabites) shrouded in 

embarrassment.  

 

Yet we should gain more from this passage than just humor. Its more 

than a tool of ridicule to Israel’s (and God’s) enemies. There is a 

sobering side as well.  

 

We should pause with speechless reverence at the inescapable 

consequences of God’s sovereign authority over all the earth. While 

king Eglon gloated in his superiority over Israel for a time, the reality 

is that by oppressing them he was not only fulfilling God’s purposes 

for discipline and judgment, but he was also fattening himself for the 

day of slaughter—the day of divine judgment. To all the Eglon’s of 

this world, don’t think for one moment that your stature is the result of 

your own doing. To all the Eglon’s in this world, don’t think for one 

moment that you can oppress God’s people without a final reckoning 

of eternal divine judgment.  

 

Yet there is also a humbling word here for God’s own people. Israel 

had gone low enough in her sin that she was under the thumb of King 

Eglon for 18 years. Before we laugh at King Eglon’s embarrassing 

demise, don’t miss the double emphasis of Israel’s sin in vs. 12 that 

made them even lower than the Moabites. “Now Israel again did evil 

in the sight of the Lord. So the Lord strengthed Eglon the king of 

Moab against Israel, because they had done evil in the sight of the 

Lord.”  Israel’s sin is stated twice to make a point. Your sin is the very 

reason God gave you over to such a JV oppressor as Eglon.  

 

Whether you are a Moabite or an Israelite, one thing is certain: The 

sovereign Lord of heaven is not to be tested or taunted. 

 

�  From the Israelites we learn that when we persist in our 

idolatry and sin, God can make even our enemies (and His 

enemies) rule over us. We can also be encouraged that there is 

no ruler, no oppressor, no evil that will not ultimately face 

divine judgment.  

Job 21:30 – “The wicked are reserved for the day of calamity.” 

Eccl 12:14 - For God will bring every act to judgment, 

everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil. 

 

So take courage, knowing that as oppression rises toward the 

righteous in these days, justice and vindication also await us.  



 

� From Ehud we learn that God can use even flawed characters 

to work out His purposes. Ehud is not an ideal deliverer. Ehud 

is a clever, conniving, brutal assassin. We don’t know if his 

motivations were pure or selfish and vindictive, but we know 

that God used him in spite of his flaws.   

 
� From the Moabites we learn that we are never truly 

independent of God. In the words of Daniel 2:21, “it is [God] 

who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and 

establishes kings.” God has the right and authority to use even 

his enemies to accomplish His purposes. And He has the right 

and authority at any time to dispose of them again.  

 

Yet how is it right for God to punish the Moabites for the very 

thing he raised them up to do? Let me remind you that there are 

those two sets of motives working, God’s and man’s. God 

raised up Eglon for His good and holy purposes to discipline 

Israel. Yet even though Eglon served this purpose, the intent of 

his heart was only evil all the time and for that rebellious heart, 

God would judge him. Eglon had to interest in doing the Lord’s 

will, and yet by God’s providence he did it, not to any merit of 

his own because even though God used his evil actions for 

greater purposes, he would still be accountable for those 

actions having come out of an evil God-hating heart.  

 

So take heed, if you rebel against God you cannot escape His 

sovereign purposes now or His Judgment in the end. War against God 

and you will become not only the laughing stock of justice but good 

and fat for the day of slaughter. You may object and say, “Ty, that 

doesn’t sound like the language of love from the New Testament.” 

Well, it’s the other side of God’s love. The side that conquers evil and 

even gives warning as it comes so that one may repent. In fact, the 

New Testament uses this very language. In James 5, he warns the rich 

man who has made his fortune by oppressing the righteous. “You have 

lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; you 

have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. You have condemned 

and put to death the righteous man; he does not resist you. Be patient, 

therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord” (James 5:1-7).  

 

And so from Judges 3, I come to this conclusion: God uses flawed 

people (like Ehud) and even wicked people (like Eglon and the Moabites) 

to accomplish His ultimate purposes, but woe to the wicked who oppress 

God’s people, who war against God’s ways, and fatten themselves for the 

day of slaughter. 
 
Here’s the blunt reality: If your reject God and rebel against His ways, you 

will become the laughing stock of His wrath if you don’t repent. So don’t 

keep fattening yourself for the Day of Judgment by indulging in your sinful 

desires with no fear or reverence for God. The only way any of us can be 

spared eternal judgment is through repentance of sin and faith in Jesus Christ, 

who through the cross, was slaughtered under the judgment of our sin. This is 

the gravity of our sin and the immensity of God’s love, that Christ was 

brutally slaughtered for our rescue.  

 

 

 


